CHAPTER X
THE PARLIAMENTARY  INQUIRY AND LAST YEARS
IN  ENGLAND
OLIVE landed at Portsmouth on July 14th, 1767, and
the following day reached London. He was warmly
received by his numerous personal friends and by the,
Court of Directors, But the causes that embittered
the remainder of his days were already at work, and
the acclamations of his countrymen, which had greeted
him on previous occasions, were wanting. Mr. Sulivan
and his enemies at the India Office were still actively
hostile, and they had been joined by all who had
suffered even indirectly by his reforms, or had been
disappointed in their expectations of wealth. News-
papers were hired or set up to abuse him, and an ex-
traordinary impression was produced upon the public
mind by scurrilous' pamphlets which circulated incredible
stories of his cruelty and rapacity. He had to bear the
odium of all the abuses which he had put down, and
was popularly believed to possess the worst vices of
the men whose conduct of affairs in India had roused
the honest indignation of every Englishman. Mr. John-
ston and others, who had been dismissed or had re-
signed the Company's service in consequence of Ms